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élrl‘ender to Castro

CPYR

' ‘yst of international and strategic issues. A coupl
-of years ago he developed political erush on Jo

"_F. Kennedy, and has subsequently assigned : hunse‘
" the job of Court Apologist: producing sophls' ‘cated
~ excuses, like the poems of a Laureate, for_each of]

" the President’s succeeding vacillations and netreats
‘| . —Laos, Berlin, Goa, New Guinea, Katanga And

"+~ naturally Cuba: for Cuba comes first in importance]
" as in time, as defining marker of the Pre
~ surrender course.

Mr. Alsop now explains that the President’s’ capvtu
lation to Castro’s ransom demands—for James' ‘Don-|
ovan is only a front for the President-—.is one’ ‘more
display of the profile of heroism. The prisoners arouse I
in the Presidential breast “prickings of conscience,”| '
and if thev are left “to rat until they die in Castro's .
jails,” he will “have to pay for his own follies al’ld ' ,
stand up to his awn fate. Kennedy seems to be" I
obeying this injunction in the present instance and
in a way not common among nohtxcmns." He xs f. L

| carryving throagh the “bold act to take time off from
preparing for the Berlin elimax in order to rescue the
_men at the Zay of Pigs from Castro’s cruel grip.”
This .5 nn-uhanhc drivel. Well might the Presi- ‘

| dent's conscience prick him! But by yielding to
. |- “astro’s blackmail—*"bold act” in Alsop’s new vocab—
'} ulary—the President proposes “to pay for his own
follies” altsgether at our expense and the nation’s.
' The monet/is the smallest part of the pn«.e—-—-though
it is our mejney, too, that will pay for Mr. Kennedy's
tolly. The fzreater cost is in the matetta] moral and
psycholo:[k&l boost for our enemy, hpe confusion

spread :ifing our friends, the ineradiable wound s
to our t;ntx m’s honor., ,S’; : S

; Yes e—-Mr. Kennedy and all the \:‘est of us— i+
_ do ha,i' tan obhz.,atmn in conscaence % r cue these

m-u Ny throu5h to vxctorv the arkm whlch
, g.umuly fought. The ransoming ¢ gthu prisoners
45 pab »monstration that the Préyident accepts
/ (pﬁ at, xa\ these men fought in vain. . :
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